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Fraser-Hickson Library 



A "private" institute with a public outlook 



For the past 90 years thousands of Monirealers have 
turned to the Fraser-Hickson Library whenever they need- 
ed a book for leisure reading or reference. It has always 
"just been there," an irnpdrtant part of thecommumty but 
one which most people really know little about and take fo>- 
granted. 



The library opened in 
1885 in a red brick building 
al the corner of Union and 
Dorchester Avenues, the 
beneficiary of funds from 
the late Hugh Fraser, who 
had left money in his will to 
found a free library. A sub- 
sequent additional bequest 
from Dr. J.W.A. Hickson, in 
1 956, led to a name change 
from Fraser Institute to 
Fraser-Hickson Institute It 
moved to its present site at 
4855 Kensington Avenue in 
1959. 

Operates on 
endowments 

Operating solely on the 
endowments from its two 
founders, plus continuous 
financial support from 
"friends of the Fraser," the 
library is, in effect, a private 
institution with a public 
mandate. Government 
assistance comes solely in 
the form of the free pro- 
vision of official publica- 
tions. 

Miss Margery Tren- 
holme has been chief lib- 
rarian and Executive Dir- 
ector for the past 25 years. 
Shortly after her appoint 
ment she had the some- 
what arduous task of super- 
vising the move to the In- 
stitute's new quarters, but 
she evidently thrived on the 
challenge She now proudly 
takes visitors on tours of the 
facilities, introdui.iMg them 



to the var400s department 

heads. 

The reading and ref- 
erence sections are freely 
available to everyone. To 
borrow books for home use. 
a minimal deposit is re- 
quired which !S refunded if 
the "member" resigns for 
any reason. Among the 
1 90,000 Docks in the library 
are children's books, large 
print books, 30,000 French 
books, 250 Czech books and 
numerous others on spe- 
cial subjects. Reference 
materials include the stan- 
dard publications plus 
others such as the "Canada 
Gazette," the "Quebec 
Official Gazette," the 
'Canadian Patent Office 
Record," and even bound 
copies of the New York 
Times from 1925 through 
1945. 



by Sheiia Dropkin 
Other services 

Among the other servKes 
of the library are a music 
appreciation room whe'e 
mdividjjals may listen to 
music, spoken -word or lan- 
guage records, a ci-'ddren's 
story-hoor every vVednes- ' 
'day afternoon; reference 
service by tel©phe«e; twjce- 
a-mcnth booi ssrvtce to 
shut-ins With the assist- 
ance of the Cote St, Luc 
Lion's Club arKj hbrary 
volunteers, a meeting room 
which car^ hoM up to ISO 
people, witri a p'atform, 
piaho, projection screen and 
small kitchen; and a coitec- 
tion of fciouod piano music 
which !S avaiiaWe for home 
use. 

The library has become 
the destination of many re- 
tired people who .like tc sit 
and read quietly, white st.il 
in the company of others. In 
addition, neigftborhood 
schools periodically send 
over classes of youngsters 
for story hours and lessons 
in library us;e 



■ THE UBRARV: Hiis 
fa «» OMJi vmt td „^ 
. mrtice provided by the 
.'•^PlWI^^icksffla library, at 
0WSSi Wmmgtcm «v«mie. at 
I C0l^«r of Somerled 
av«ai[Ue Tt opened first in 
. 58R5 at she corner of Dor- 
rhesJer boulevard and 
Iravfrsity sSreei under the 
name of The Fraser In- 
stitute The library now has 
a cinculatKMi department, a 
children's section, a 
reference rac|gyp||tivaried 
etter 




THE LIBRARY:- The 

Fraser-Hieksoo Library at 
the comer of Somerled and 
Kensington avenues, (4®- 
S3#l$, bas a children's 
library. E^'ery Wednesday 
idtenMKKi there is a story 
* bmxt from 2.4S - 3.15 p jb. tar 
p^-scfaoolers. The cfaitdraa's 
Marary has tts cnro ref e»»ce 
(iepartiBeiit, The dddreo's 
Umarisi tries to hay Ott 
latest aod best trf aB tiSes ia 
aB arisjects published for 
dd&lren. She endea vours ta 
cover the needs of ali 
. duMren from the youngest 
" pre-schooler to the leen-ager 



|10ft>WMdn«S(iay, February n, 1975 

THE IJBRAKV Th#^ 
Fraser-Hiekson \ibrarw 
aiut-In service cont nues t# 
arrange delivery of librar^" 
books to people unable to 
wane to the library and 
borrow books for home use. 
"Oiere is no charge for the 
service. The Cote St. Luc 
Lions Club arranges to 
deliver and return the liooks 
to about 35 shut-ins on a 
twice a month basis. 
t|1|(dunteers also assist and 
rae library will provide more 
information by contacting 



ITOR- Wednesday, February 2«t { 

''the LIBRARY: 
Fraser-HieksoQ 
Lil»ary, at the otmer 
Somerled and Kensiql* 
ton avenues, (489-5301), has 
an extensive collection of " 
Large Print Books available 
for home-borrowing or for 
reading in the Library. 
Readers will find detective 
stories, novels, (incdudiag ' 
historical novels), 
' biographies, travel books, 
watme stories, etc. The 
bQidts are easy to hold and 
ttie printing and type of - 
make them eai=^ .to 



March $, WS-THE Mi 



THK LiBKARV: Tlw 
Fraser-Hicksejn Free 
La^rary, at the cor.ner 41 
i SoQierled and Kerasii^t^li 
*lite-53©l), has m\W 
fmmi^m Serriees (fivkioQ 
' wtaidb liaadles telephone 
L WBTiw feom W a.m. to 6 
i:p.m., Monday through 
JFHibgr ^ trmi 10 a.m. to 4 
pM., m Saturday. BocAs, 
magada^. government 
publications, as well as 
expert "senvioe, as free tp 
anycjne and does not re^^at 
the enquirer to be Mi* 



ifTOR-MteAiesday, AAarch 12, 1975 



THE LIBR.ARY: The 
Fraser-Hickson Library at 
the corner of Somerled and 
Kensington avenues (489' 
S3dl) has a Freach language 
section with current ficti(» 
and non-f icticHi books written 
by Frencb-Otnadia^ as well 

attfbcH^ in France, 
W^-knomi eadier writers 
are also well represented 
among the 30,000 French 
language books. Many books 
useful to students are 
available for use in the 
Library or for home- 
borrowing. 

La bibliothfeque Frasef' j 
Hickson a une grande' 
vallate de Uvres franfais qui 
,«mt tr^ populaire pour 
accomod<»' nos'abonn^ de 
langite fran^ats ainsi que les 
abom^ de langue anglaise. 
,No8 livres s<mt bien 
di»nande, et la biblioth^qtt|| 
fait son possible pot 
Iter des iivres d'i 



Toronto vs. Montreal 



Get our libraries 
off the shelf 



Wromsre mccormick 

itf Tlw Gaxclte 

Cctniared to Itaronto, Mcis- 
t-eals lg»ary ssHeex ia 
tlte sioDe age. 

Tofonto qpeoiis |6 wMSm a 
jear m its IMrams. Mooteal 
s|>eiiii} only $3 luSliim. 

Bat It's morie tlusi 3sL 
■^iortr«a! is sdit lii^s- 
and fiails u> have £ 
strong liisrarj- tradition. 

In ToroisEo, she Metropoii- 
tm Utetj Boafd is a 

iQ ItetFeal, La BMbthe- 
que de la Vffle de Mtrntreal is 
a divisioa of Ite citj-'s Sports 
and Bf iireatioQ depsarlment. 

Of coarse, the Moatrea! 
fxMic Itesry is not the oaly 
gaoBe in town. If It wasn't tor 
private ami semi-private li- 
Isaries the city wxaiid have 
Wjj Mk at alL 

For kw fees. MmjB^aiere 
caa also jok jil^ses iike the 
A£water library <W6 a year), 
tte Fneer-akiaaB In^tsM 
4epoM}, the Jewish Pab- 
fie UErary per faraih- a 
year) to nsiTc a few, 

PRiyATE FUNDING 

'-'.•■■r'V tKlp6 tiies* libraries, 
:)no6t o! tbe costs are bom \^ 

DMuiMU'i^^ fees. 

And Tsith tbs risaog costs of 
books 33d the tigiitoing ci 
moiKj,' stjfply these days, the 
librarj' tratte faces harder 
tiitscs to come . 

MrsEjtresu, arid (^k^ gra- 
e rally, does riot Ions a fsod 
iibritrj- his-ior;.'. 

John T. PsaildKa, direciw of 
tlie "Dpmito Metex)i»c*tan li- 
brary Board, says ia»arie» ta 
Quebec tead to Ibe faatt- 

"He feaaeral fHirfk: wat 
net i«a% txpeded to partici- 
to my great degree. It 
was f!»re ta the European 
te*ifllk«i/' he states 

la Ontario and the rest of 
Canada. Iryraries were used 
!n- e-veri-oody ana triere was 
greite' poJitica; pressure to 
raise Ubrarks yp tiie prktrily 



The Qty Hall ta-anch In 
Toronto ijas an LnerediWe 
busBe. "Riere are line-ups at 
tbe oooDt^ ^ litsarians 
process bocte md iaqtanes 
like bam^Eq^^ at a Mac- 

Montrears main bras^ch is 
languid tn- o;*mparison. like 
visiting a grandiose British 
xi?: o'tice. Cferks chat to 
e.-ci- c-;:>:r beyond enonnous 
aeiiti and take turns handiii^g 
the tQfiiet|QerA inquiries. 

in T'sroato, ifs all go. The 
nwre t]ia.n 86 librarj- outlets 
feiH tEKter the Metropolitan 
litxaiy Board. The board ar- 
Tivm at a bi8|^ aud goes to 
.Metro Cotmcil fir s^piova!. 
Aboot W per cent of tbe total 
cost is paid by flie Ontario 
go^'emment. 

It's a federal system amcH^ 
Toronto libraries. The lilffary 
board dees not run them, but 
ra-ordia rites their activities 
aad maintairs a central cata- 
logue systen:. S;> i: a iwctk 
caiBtot be found in me li- 
iHrary, It em 6e imd m 
otirer. 

In McHtireai, the Montreal 
Urban Coamamty plays no 
role. Eadi piMic ]iiwaiT re- 
pcjTts directly to its local 
councii or to a <^»artment 
wrod? reports to ^ comcil. 
It's -vseUare relates directly to 
tile Tkhes of its ooTaomEa^. 
There is a provinciai govern- 
ment grant to libraries of ^.7 
mill kin a year, but that's 
spread like surface tension 
across the provirice. some li- 
itraries Westmount and Town 
of -Mount Ro>-al for instance, 
have reciprocal lending 
agreements. However, that's 
the exception. r«t the rule. 
NoJiiir^ is «H3irdinated, Dota- 

mXM TO DO 

As to MUC iBvoIvemei^, 
Pmaetm sees pr(Mem$. '*I 
fljink many of the -mil devel- 
oped libraries would resert 

any total integr.itior,:, nicy 
have a fear of b<;irsg swal- 
io '.ei by Oie iSsBta^ml tw- 
reaticracy." 
tmim'i PaMM say$ ttat 



Metro encountered the same 

problems but over the years 
flTey had been overcome. 
"There are still rivalries aad 
jealoQsies, but «lieQ we can 
move in to belp f^e do aitd so 
far tbe system works well." 

Panneton saj^s we must 
move in the direction of 
Toronto's s}-stem. but there 
TOS much more to 'oe done 
'tsefore that cottld be even con- 
sidered. "Tinere b so much to 
do simply to raise library^ ser- 
vice to an adequate level," he 
said, 

Tte immediate proWem is 
fillii^ holes. Sd&s is tbe 
woitl tsed by Paoneton in de- 
sci^Kng liie sotitii easton aid 
central norfliem sectioM <rf 
ibe city iriiich faara tto li- 
braries Mali. 

FiuLiK^ muss 

"We can't serioosiy expect 
to reorganize our library sys- 
tem 111^ me h^e sometiiii^ 
vimb cm be cadled a sys- 
terri," be said. 

By 6As he meanst libraries 
of comparable size located 
evenly throughout the city. 

His plan is to draw up a 
compi-ehensive program in 
the ric.xt iwo years to be pre- 
se.nted to the cit.r. 

"In the meantime, we^iail 
attempt to fill in tlie botes, 
notably in Park Extension, 
Mercier and areas in and 
around Pointe-aux-Trembles. 

Point St. Charles is the first 
boie to be filled. Panneton 
says a new library is to be 
built at 150 Hibernia St. Hope- 
fully it wHl be operating with- 
in €i2!ht to twelve months. 

Bill Smith, who ruas the 
People's Library, in doubtful. 
His (W-y-UP fundiag Im dis- 
m^ed and Mb lami Iceep- 
ixig his storefront operatkm 
going on private donations. 

Sitting in the shabby build- 
ing at 1984 Wellington, not far 
from the new library site, 
Smith wa«; nrjt optimistic. 

"Thty've just .'ilarted work 
on the building and there's no 
way they will have a library 
in full operation in that 
time/'teKdd. 




(Gazen*, Oartii Pritclwrd) 



Jacques Panneton, head of the Montreal public library: "people must express the need." 



Smith's People's Library is 
again about to go out of biisi-' 
ness. He's announced tiie de- 
mise of his operation more 
than once, but 'has managed 
to hobble on de^te finandal 
setbacks. 

But now Gaz Metropolitain 
has announced that unless a 
?77 fuel bill IS paid, they will 
^ut off the heat. "I'm afraid 
we can't pay and I doubt 
wet be able to raise the 
nxHiey." 

RUNAROUND 

&iiJth said tiiat Civic Party 
oounciilors said tbey would 
ke^ te litarary afloat until 
the new one op«jed. 

"Bui tluit vva.s before the 
election," he said. "They 
have forgotten aljout it now. I 
only gel a runaroiuid from 
them these days." 

Not iar.away at tl» fo<>t of 
Street, in de«|)«tt darkest 



Point St Charles, la one of 
the &ii'kiUe.it it'of^ariea in town. 

Ifs a branclh of the Mon- 
treal Children's Library, lo- 
cated in the Pointe St. 
CSsarles Beys' and Gill's 

MOTHERLY SOUL 

It's a tiny room crammed 
wit4i battered books and while 
much rougher in atmosphere 
than other children's libraries 
throughout the city, it's got & 
Uved-in look the oHiers lack. 
Real kid country. 

Much of tliat is due to Mrs. 
(%a Mofljaksy, hhe molherly 
soul who f intends with the 50 
children wlvj bouml in daily. 
Despite tlie glaring disparity 
in resources between her li- 
brary and others iike the 
Westmount Children's li- 
brary, she is content. 

"I've lx!en here 12 yt-ans 
ru)w. 1 likf! the <;hildren liori'. 
We tove lun. It's not as big 



striking indeed. In Westmoimt 
the building is old and 
crammed. In St. Leonard, it's 
modem and fmxe ttian haU 
empty. 

Ctuef librarian Hu^tte 
Deschenes says ^nce the new 
buildinjg opened last June, tSw 
cotl^ion has risen to ^ut 
55,000 books. Hje new li- 
brary's capacity is 160,000 
boolcs. 

Hie ferge building at 8555 
Lacointeire slits on a large lot 
set back from the Lacordaire 
speedway. Inside ttie fur- 
nishings are sjxirlan witJi a 
great deal of opne space. 

I'iie most striking tihit^ is 
tile sight of books S'tna^ (mt 
on lialf-emply dhelves on 
main floor. The collection is 
mostly French, ©i#sh re- 
presenting 13 per cent of tihe 
books. Prominent hi the En- 
glisJi coUectloo are Readers 
Digeat condensations and pop- 
iQar asy noveAs in @» James 
Bond toditlon. 



be, A mere $5 deposit is all 
you need to join. 

Located in a modem build- 
ing at the comer of Somerled, 
it has a cool efficient air. 

Itowastalrs there Is a large 
chMr^'s library nm by 
Mrs. R MUls. BiBiB^ is not 
as good as it might be, she 
said because there are feii^ 
children readers. She said 
that about 15 come in everj' 
day. 

There's anodser problem 
too, she said. "School li- 
braries are expanding and 
have taken awiiy some of the 

chUdpeo wto ^"^^ 
come lire," she said. 

But pt all views *ere as 
bleak. 

Irene Aubrev, head of the 
Irene Aubrey, iiead of the 
children's section at \Vest- 
mount, S8.VS children have 
been to tha library to 

fifeat numbeRf. 

LiCHTiO CANW.B 



who always came to stcr%- 

"One day she pleaded to be 
allowed to blow out tbe can- 
dle fo make a secret wjsb. 
Sfic was so sincere about U 
that we selected b& to Mm 
CHit the candle, 

"Sometime later sIk arrivd 
at the librar>' with her 
mother." .Mrs. .Aubrey said. 

When asked whether her 
wish had come true, tht^ little 
girl said it hiicl. Her mother 
had harf a baby. "The baby 
wiLs called the library baby 
for some time." 

Whether alt .Montnxil can 
have the library senice and 
iKart wartnli^ iaddents that 
Westnwnt do^ depem^ on 

Not the least is the interest 
Montrealers themseh-es take 
in making clear to city coun- 
cillors that libraries sltoiild 
move up the priority scale, 

Jacqu(@ Panneton, t h e 
young head librarian of Mon- 
treal, is sensitive to the work- 



mmm of the cm* 

lb iie Mt. €ae sew bead <rf 
Sie Montreal piiiic iisaiy, 
deques Paan^mL is i^ 
aware of the "tremaMiEnis" 
gap between MontreaFs l\- 
brary systein mi Toronto's. 

"In fact, we cannot say lina' 
'is* have a libfan- system in 
Mtmtreal at all And what Ist- 
& sen:^ we do, have is ud- 
ems and ms good." 

Yel. Pa,nne*ion, a sensitive 
maaM 31, sees hope. ' 1 thiak 
lie WO' fat?t ttet ttie cftj' 
a|ipointed such a romi^ snan 
fo bead tiie libmr^- .^ a strong 
mdication tliat coaoge s es- 
pesSed." 

J^Bieton. appokt^ei last 
October, admits ParkhilFs ex- 
|iam£kiQ is good, but adcs 
fiat the?e are many more 
facstffs slKrwiqg Qie da^i^aritT 
imbmm Mofotz^ aad Toroii- 
te. 

"Assti^ im^ortaot t^ae is 
ftat iie fH«toBra£at3y Eji- 
0^ otmaniBity of Tonailg 
lias more mooej' than the pre- 
desiineatly French common > 
|y in Montreal Toronto cars 
afford beiier Hbraries," Pao- 
neton esplaiijs. 

TWs laet plays a big par. in 
•Ts^dug MontJ^al's library 
sen-ioe so une'.'en. English 
ccarBUUtsitses have far better 
libraries than reach commu- 
tEtties. .4gam the big reason is 
t-'i.st English comim^ties 
r:ovc mare money. 

"Bar. fj.Te camiot detiy that 
the EogMi communities 
pstae ifls^Kj fiervice much 
Bme Ham & Fieacta ogtn* 
taoB^ decs," !^h»^ said. 

UKl HAMBtmoeRS 

VisiiK^ lil^aries Li Mon- 
treal aad Torooto, oae geSs an 
immediate mstm^ «f {be 

dMfererr-f •- 




f ihrrfriaii liiil Smith: "I get a ruiiaroimd ttieie days," 



now. I like me dJiidren here. 
We have ftm. It's not as big 
as otlier libraries but lis big 
enough £or us," she smiles. 

Her probJm is not with 
the dhidren, but with the 
parents. 

"I hat going out to get the 
bcn-owei books back myself, 
because parents do not like to 
be bothered with the problem. 
If a child has not returned a 
book, the parents mil speak 
against the library and will 
not want their diildren to go 
at all." 

LONG TRADITION 

At the other end of the 
library spectrum is the West- 
mount Public Library. Tliere 
are probebly few libraries 
like the one in We^ount, 
where tlhere has been a hag 
tradition of good service. 

The building is sedate, yet 
invi'.ing. llierc's a reference 
section which is one of the 
finest in the city and a team 
of professional librarians who 
know what they have and 
know where it can be found. 

In the main concourse, there 
is a subdued hum of ac- 
ages shuffling through index 
cards and busy librarians to- 
ing and fro-ing unobtrusively. 

Apart from it's 110,000 
books, the Westmoimt Public 
Librai-y is buildiOig a collec- 
tion of liistorlc posticards of 
IWontreal. 

OPEN SPACE 

It also Ifiis a special series 
on ppogpanis, linked to topics 
of the day. When a topic such 
as labor or Indians arises in 
publix; discussion, tlie librari- 
ans are quick to marshal 
their resources on these sub- 
je.i-i.s and Jii^i|iw material 

in dl.«iplays, 

By <'uini»nson the new St, 
Uonerd PiMc Uteary is 



Bond tradition. 

Mrs. Deschenes explained 
the library has a great deal 
to do before it fills the shelves 
and said U may take as long 
as ten years. 

She is al»> cmmaei abool 
servicing the lai^e Italian 
community in -St. Leonard, 
which represents about 29 per 
cent of the papulation. "We 
have not made much progress 
on this year, but it is one of 
our intentions,'' she said. 

It's a general Montreal 
problem, as linguistic gn>ups 
move from traditional areas 
and the texture of neigh- 
borhoods change as do the 
collections in libraries. 

Westmount Public Mlma^, 
for instance, has Me^M 
French librarian to handle 
the growing collection of 
French books, which now rep- 
resents 10 per cent of the 
total. 

FOREIGN SERVICE 

Jacques Panneton. head of 
the Montreal Public Library, 
points our that Montreal has 
1 1 0.0 00 Italians, 60,000 
Greeks, 12,000 Germans, 
11,000 Poles and 8,600 Ukrain- 
ians. 

"We have many requests 
for service in these lan- 
guages, bLit we are m no posi- 
tion to do muc>h about this at 
the moment. There's no doubt 
that there's a need and the 
public library should one day 
service this need." he said. 

Another important ele.^lent 
m the library service of Mon- 
treal Is the prlvittt' htirary. 
One of the most extensive is 
the Fra.sei Slitkson Institute, 
at 4855 Kensuigton, 

While a private library. 
With a coUecttop «f nearly 
200,000 book*. It k as open to 
iim public as any library can 



tiGHrmmmiiM 

Poetry readings and stor, 
times are highly popular and 
have an ektneot M ms^ te 
them. 

The ^ time a£ W^- 
The slory time at West- 
mount is a tradition. A emS^ 
stays al^t throughout the 
rea(&^» When it's o^r, a 
child M^ctai to blow fbs 
candtelMRfiid make a wish, 



young head librarian of Mihi- 
treal, is sensitive to the work- 
ings of bureaucracy and sees 
his position in relatuQ to all 
defarttnental 4i¥l^»s la fbe 
city. 

"TW fe a grow^ sensi- 
tion within city council," lie 
maintains. "But it is my job 
tivity ^ut the library situa- 
te administer the existing sys- 
chai^ where possible. The 
tem and to reammtend 






)TOR«Wedn<«day , March 

FVaser-EDekson Ubrary ii;. 
*^ come* ©f Someiifld atSk 
insingtoa avenues, C40K 
U), has a collectioii ^ 
tWll^^SQD records cobp^< 
, ilng classical and light 
mu^ as well as "the spoken 
word.'* The record sleeves 
ftr» avidlattite for browsing 
§0 a card index for con- 
Bldtation. The two booths (or 
ustening to the records are 
to adults during library 
J. nie children's libTi 
a new record player . 
' programs arf to 





report 




Experts to probe library needg 



tUEBEC - Two (Mario 
M^erts wffl study 
fiablic lifarary facilitfas 
of the Mmtread 



iM'iiiiiiitilillli 



Urbaa CBmmaoity thisyi^, 
the QucJwc cultural affairs 
departmetrt msoaaoA yes- 
terday. 

tlie department said tiie 
study — by laamst G. 
I>enis, a libfaiy seiOKe pro- 
fessor at the University of 
Toronto, and Claude Aabry, 
directar. «f teOttasanfcfie 
XlRa ' - - - 



iLIb 

(Nft ia two stages. 

Tliqr are to presad 
terkn report on or 
My 1 on present 
ctlities wOm liSC 
and the Ijliaqr mtem 
ptmlatkn, 

nqnrt is 





esftay, M»rclt 2», ms-THC MON 

HE LIBRARY: fhti 
'aser-HkkMii Library atfi 
corner of Somerled and 
iington (489-5301) has ; 
jnany faow-to-do4t books, ' 
Ijoth in the adult library and 
in the children's room. 
Parents and teachers as well 
as people in general find 
books for home^rrowing or 
for reading in the library 
which are full of ideas and 
instructions. They help 
pec|>ie to embroider, sew, 
Wiamat, took, paint, catch ^ 
fish, sail, cyde, ptay clwas, . 
and make home repaks, ' - 
|lay baseball, repair cars, , r " ' 
^isam a language, become a ^ 
sculptor, re-sbap« tbe^ . "T" 
bodies and change thek 
Ity. 



Young at heart 



Angrignon Park i34O0 tte-s Tr,nin.rt.si 
ChiWr«i s j-oo wnjw quarters. S.il Mm ft, 

3: Ss 4: JO Tel a72-34SS 



St-fr.in<,ois-Xaviif) Fnirf'-<;ix 
tifj^ Comosov m ,1 <^Ml rhitdrpn's 
nolfdav prs^fam with .utdfentt' rwrtuip,i- 
»ton Fcituring wofk^ bv Ofhussw 
MMv;f!-,i\ s-(r,)(jss ^nd PrtiKi^hev Tottav ^ 
i iO it 5 pm.. loniorfinv ,it 2- JO Art- 
o",!:?'' tV"1 "f' -'"t^*"'* 

iflff I i|(1liirm,1ii(ini 
Cinema V Reperlnire ^'r^hO ^herhrooke Wt 

489 "isTq 

Conservatory of CinemaloRraphit ( on- 

t-ordia Univrrsitv 14", f),- n! iisorweiivo 
j W., Audiinrumi HIIOI. Children's film 
; w-nes; tomorrow at 2 fin Enslish) — Btick 
muitv: 4 (rn Frwch) — Ptmr .} ^pu fyu 
't'lJ. Acimission 7"; cent*; Tel 87<)-4l4q. 

Dorval Civic library (1401 L.ikwhore). 
. P''e"'('h5Kjl j^ry ^ for ehitdren H to S 
Tues tin tfi^m ^ hi i\n fre^nth) KU l 
a.m. Frpe odmiii^iion Tel fiil-ls?"; 

Dow Plan«Urium ilOOO St. lames W'l Tfxiav 

I & Sfa/ of (he Uni flm«»d Mon 

I thfoush kn 27 Tel 872- M'iS 

rkiiJSif?' i^f'-^jl-i free .M^U 



[THE LIBRARY: 1%e 
< Fraser-Hicteon Libmy iMt.,. 
the comer id Semcxled ai^ ,^ 
JKPiwtngton (489^aOi> has '.; 
pbaoy subject grooph^ of '] 
in the readiag-nHra. : 
feofle in r hurry «n| 
find sdectiooB' oi 
from varioas B/^t^t: 
ding new fiction .m$^., 
jnon-fictioD, CanacHaay^ 
i rs> travel, bk^grapfay^- 
^^pny^ Bov^i^s, lusto^»l& 

science fiction 
'sQovels translated intol 
English, " detective and! 
se fiction. These arel 
Eiaiiately availabte oOkl 






Aii«l*# <im H" • J " 4i» 

i'jJJm CftW 4 I'm f r«TO f!i — r* SJTPvUft- 

nijs; Wed — %»«as»r> - ^Ijjssfe' rtjwjyrfj 

fteclriia! Hi<JorH.al S*aveos» .'iJ* r h i", 
Fraser-HkksaBn Ubrarv 4St> NtT»s.if«q,t<iir» 




Itour SrxA ^fK* U<vU 



the rM<<c«»t!>s.- tiliilidl, M l »ijt, « . <i?s 

Aw 'EmMofiwr QMian liMctair ma 

^GiSf^^B^f^ 'iSww^fclW' ,'t^Ki^tf' ,j 
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Historic 



by PMrida Lowe 



THANKS TO a late-blooming philan- 
thropist of the 1880s, 20th century 
bookworms enjoy the facilities of one 
of Montreal's most modern public 
libraries. 

The Fraser-Hickson Institute, a 
handbome, grey slone and plate^ass 
structure surrounded by attractive 

gardens, has become an NDG 
landmark since it opened there in 
1959, but the Institiae was no 
youngster when it moved into the new 
quarters at 4835 Kensington Ave. The 
original library opened in 1885, a gift 
ot Hugh Fraser, Montreal merchant and 
bachelor, who, about six months before 
his death, conceived the i(tea of leaving 
the neater part of his fortune to some 
kirtd of institution dedicated to the 
benefit of his fellow citizens. Such a 
place would foster an interest in 
literature, science and the arts, and so, 
from the dreams of a dying man, grew 
the present day library. 

He bequeathed the remainder of his 
property, after shares had been 
parcelled out to the family, to tte 
HcxioraUe J. J. C. Abbott who was to 
be the president of the library until his 
death as specified in the will and to 
the Honorable Justice Torrance in trust 
to establish 'The Fraser Institute" which 
was to be a free public library, a 
museum and a gallery "to be open to 
all honest and respectable persons 
whosoever, of every rank in life vwthout 
distinaion and withouf fee or reward of 
any kind" 

Altfiou(^ Fraser died on May 15, 
1870 his will was contested by the 
family and it was 15 years before the 
library finally was opene^i, to become 
the only free, public lending library in 
the city. Other free libraries had tried 
and failed before but the Fraser had a 
good start. 

By 1923 the library had over 
100/000 books which included some 
rarities, amortg thwn a volume once the 
prc^rty of Napoleon. Emerald grem 
velvet engraved witfi the famous "N," 
the cover was surmounted with the im- 
perial crown and gilded eagles. It was 
called Vo^'ages dans la Russie and was 
sent to the Institirt Canadten by 

photo by Cordon Beck 




• ^^o^tv BC(?Hfl^n<<tg^ 4 user 



bequest builds new library 



Napoleon's nephew in r©c<^St«oo of 
tf» Modness be had encotintered dur- 
Ifg his visSt to Canada in T853. 

At that time the library had acquired 
all the volumes of I'Institut Canadien, 
the Mercantile Library AssociatiCMi and 
the Montreal Library founded in 1796, 
not to mention Fraser's own collection. 

Over the years the little red bricic 
building on Dorchester arxJ University, 
once a Montreal high school, served an 
increasing number of riders. But it 
was becoming dwsriedi by the office 
buildings rising around it and it vvsas in- 
convenient. 




Margery Trenholme, the present chief 
librarian, a slim, trim woman who has 
held the position for 25 years, recalls 
having to advertise for someone who 
would not mind running up and down 
three flights of stairs to r^rieve txmks 
from the stacks because there was no 
elevator. 

Articles constantly appeared in Mon- 
treal newspapers warning of the danger 
of fire. Pierre de Crevecoeur, chief 
librarian for .many years, was so upset 
by the possi|ility that once said he 
couid m. sljsp at ^31^0% o«er 
it. f 

In 1939 the circutation desk was 
closed because thwe was no money to 
keep it going. Money was the big prob- 
lem and Dr. AndrfW Hicboa a 
former president of ibe Institute, pn>» 
vided the solution when he Idft 
$2,000,000 to the library, on the condi^ 
lion its name he changed to the Fraser- 
Hicfcson InstitMte, as It was in T956. 
With the money came high hopes. 

The old building was sold and the 
staff and books moved into temporairy 
quarters while the new tifcrary was be- 
ing constructed ir>.N[Xi,, 

"We moved to comnwhtty 



because we felt il would lilce to have a 
service for teenagers and adults (there 
were only children's libraries in the 
neightiorhood at the time), ^4ost of our 
members now come from NDG, Mon- 
treal WeM, Mampslead and the Ole 
des Neigcs area but occasionally »e do 
have out-of-town menrd^s^" 0^imm 
Miss Trenholme. 

The new building, so familiar now, 
cost about $^,(K)(}^XX) but there was 
Still nroney felt from the will and frOTn 
selling the old brick xhc^ house, most 
of w^iich was invesftai and provides the 
library with a substantial ^rfy income. 

ft was opened with much fanfare by 
Governor Genera! Vincent Massey at»d 
Mary E. Allan, a iister o( Andrew 
Hickson, in May, 1959. 

With the opening came the reinsta'e- 
ment of the circulation department. 
Other additicKis included a mma ap- 
preciation room, a 150-^t aucGtoritirn, 
a cdorfu) children's section, a lai^, 
<fcy baseir^nt to store the many dd 
and rare books donated lo the library 
over the years and, at fast, an elevator. 

Miss Trenholme presides in her tytght 
office next to the board rcxjm which 
dixibles as a rare book room, altlKKJgh 
there are so many of these treaMires 
some 1,(fflO «me are ^red in the 
basement. 

The portraits ot the two tounders 
look <kmn on memfaen who cosie into 
the main room of the iitoiy^ a hrpe. 
invilingly4uRti!lied area wMi a section 
for everyone. French boafes hawe always 
been provided and now th«pe a« afew* 
30,(X)0 on the shelves. 

In alt there are some 16CUSiQ0 hcxdlm^ 
hoiised in the library ikw. 

"We are quite proud of our large 
print books and vvt> were the first 
library in the city to have rtiem," smsles 
Miss Trenholme. "They aie particylarty 
good for shut-insj" 

The shut-in service delivers the 3fXy 
largje print bocAs twice rr»onlhly to peo- 
ple confiried to their homes and is 
operated by volunteers frcwn the C6le 
St. Luc Lions Club and librarv staff, 

lh& reference rown, an alcove o« 
■.'tm main room, ci^s to the moi« 
#udiotB library us^ (Librarians have 
«¥en answe^ ^iie^i^ for Informeh 
ttori Cainadd iawp*|fe«s>»i The 

formalive books and the librarian on 
duty wilt brir% books dcmn to the 
main room on request . 



Mof.if. sf'ores are ierft, too. and peo- 
pie can, >n addition to the iour hodki 
they are sikme4 to brir«g fiome, lafce 
four piano mjmeiy sM dmwted to llie 

If? the myjic ^ipnecjaiKi« mm 
are bhyj-. Vl^} reccjfds which can be 

The audti'iinj'n w/rvs-'- e ■jmm mity m- 
gan'fzatJor;--., Th»- de' h-Simar, ■soctety 
a5€'s (t regijicj'-iv ^nd to ifiank the irt- 
vtitijip. rnerni-^f' gave the tSbrawy 2S0 
C/&tbwstovdkian fxxAs 

In ihe chiWrtfl's iibr-afy time: are 
sto(>' hcMirs conducted by fmics 
Miller wim efHrarKss tfie youi^ 
chiMren willi tales event sort The 
youngsters haw their cnam latatepje of 
20,COO vofumo drfd fsew Ixaafes ane be- 
■ ng adck'd dil the- time. 

Miemtaership is S5 aind ss refurdaWj'. 
Children pay $1 Those who rio no* 
want to take book> home- car* lae JJie 
library free oi charts:, it ft Opera K» 
evwyooe. B 



CRUlSiNS THE PACIFIC 
FOR THREE MOKTHS WITH 
$100 A-WKK m% 



jO!?i90 l?!e Caf*i»£5i3~ -A- -"era ^^rf;if;^ ^spff^ 

Oi-t^-T.Dr>c S^:^^r =fs arr-c-'''::- '^«Sier*-^,.^ 
acj^iss Cs^-^i*^* ...--i- are ^ i^=9- ■ ^ 

C^.r?ijT^^ r^r.a *■_ i a -.7'' I^ Jdis^t *> 

jicjse » sptwS iti* -«•-.■;<•■ ^nrnm «t >!!» r-* 199- 
ul* fa«» — <K sea o" ssf-Me ««r«nij e- . as 
ai3% saaman £ *>Q(t' mm^ 2a!iei'<<aiw3 

tmma tNn a»s « ta* |^ m mm vat «be<n <nd 
^'tt kind sti3 <«n fsm cwn ttoomi mn ssciM M» 
1M» «i>!M tmw if«M| «aM ttw KMKDKtts OlMt H 

and ssti 'JS InwH WM IM« (M "Hi ill lWi i il o 

ta&«>» vmiMhm «» «««• an. ' 




20^ IkiHniiwadi $t»«M 




Ill tm TMI MONSPS0 



Fraser-Hickson Library celebrates 90th anniversary 



NIntty ytars aao today •xclt«m«nt which fm- Hugh Fraser, a 

» October 15. ISIS - In a vaded the gathering (In pr ospprous Montreal 

redbrick building, at the 1885) could Ihj accounted tn.M t ti.irit, in 1870 left a 

Intersection of Dor- for by the fnpitnq of those will in which he dedicated 

ami*r «nd unt>f«rs{ty present thnt fiiey were much of hii fortune to the 




streets in AAontreal, the 
F^-aser Institute Free 
Public Library was 
formally opened. 

The story of the library, 
present building of which 
was opened in Notre 
Dame de Grace in 1959, is 
one of great Interest. 

As Margery W. 
Trenholme, chief 
librarian, who has been 
with the library 25 years, 
said in a recent review of 
the situation, "the air of 



witnessing the power of 
an idea; an idea that had 

originated in the mind of 
a man in 1870, an idea 
that had laid such hold of 
two of his friends that 
they had labored for 15 
years to bring it to 
fulfilment." ' 

In the past 90 years, the 
Fraser Institute, the 
embodiment of that idea, 
has claimed the 
allegiance of many men 



Honorable Justice '.eli;c„it<d proof four-$torey 

Frederick W. Torrance, Finally they settled on bookstack; and 1^ saw 

and these two, at the Burnslde Hall, at the the opening in the 

death of Fraser, Mt about corner of Dwchester and building of a cMldean'i 

the task of carrying out University streets, a library under fHt 

the terms of the will. building that had baen auspices of the Monlnial 

This, however, turned erected In IIM to house' Council of Women, 

out to be a major task. the High School of When the library 

Will contested Montreal. opened, in 1885, there 

F raser '5 hoirs Lon Th(« building was were 1 5,000 volumes. Ten 

tested the will, and the renamed the Fraser thousand came from ttie 

institute and housed the Institute Canadien and 

library from 1885 to 1957, 5,000 from the German 

Changes came about: Society of AAontreal and 

1912 saw the opening of a the AAontreal Hor- 

ground floor room for ticulturai Society, 

newspapers and an up Valuable collections 

stairs room for research To the collection was 

reading; 1927 saw the also added many 



case went all the way to 
the Privy Council. 

The trustees had held a 
contest to seek out the 
best plans for a library 
building, but cifter the 
court actions, the estate 
was so depleted it was not 



possible to use the plans construction of a fire- 



contimiMl on pae* 22 



founding of a library to be 
called th6 Fraser In 

stitute. 

He dedicated It "to be 
open to all honest and 
respectable persons 
whomsoever, of every 
rank in life, without 
distinction, and without 
fee or reward of any 
kind". 

Fraser named as his 
trustees two of his 
friends, the Honorable 
•John J.C. Abbott and 




1^ Mn^ficf 



FraMfHiektiM ••• 

. jMntini^M from page 6 

'Sl^f'^u f<'"«<i!'<"« After carefully 
If hf 'k.^ '^T^ *=*^«<=klng all areas of the 

T«^!n ^'"^ -^"'^'f c'^V' was decided to 
«Sw+?«n ^fAA^ bT^"" se^'e Notre Dame de 
coMection of Max Bohrer; ©race and a large armm 

|im of money and other land was purchated. 

sS'Soo ?nT^" &2^ Cornerstone'^ of the 

u D »; I ^^'^'^ present building was laid 

n^Jr*^- *u November 7, 1958, by the 

™wn J 1 r^""'* Ik^ Governor-General, His 

ThrIrrh!. T^'°K°/^^ Excellency, the Right 

library has been built up. Honorable Vincent 

as has the Canadlana Massey, a Httte over a 

nn*i«U..„»» I year after the door of the 

«w-«.?L * ''"'W'"g had been 

«h««t c/^/^I'*""*'!: '°<=ked for the last time, 

fil loSn****^? ^> ^^'e evening of May 

t^tJ'^u""*".""^"^' 28, 1959, the new library 

1938, the circulation building was formally 

department, after 50 opened by Mrs. Mary 

years service, had to be Allan, sister of Dr. 

«='o?ed. Hickson. 

ui M^?«''^°L*^®^f°"** The new name of the 
World War brought no library was the Fraser- 
improvement t^ the Hickson Institute, and the 
finances of the library, long tradition of service 
although it Was well continued 
patronized in the reading. The Institutes present 
reference anrf. researth booit . stock of 190,000 
departments. volumes (140.000 English 

Library overhauled and 50,000 French) Is 
Finally, in 1946 the outstanding in the fields 
library was overhauled of history and literature 
9®^ staff was Art and music are also 
appointed Receiving no strongly represented. To 
civic funds, the library round out the book and 
existed on its original newspaHr collections. 



endowment. 



the library has valuable 



In 1956, however, the files of periodicals and 
senior governor. Dr. government reports. 



J.W.A. Hickson, died and 
left the Institute a 
generous legacy. 



All facilities of the 
library are used by 
adults, by university and 



At the same time, it high school students and 

was found that by chfldt^n. A special 

development of the music room, with b^ths 

distric presented a most for llsteni^ torecoMs, Is 

"^^U^^l X^'^K^^ P^P"'^'-- ^'"^ showings 

lliLn?^ building, ihus in the auditorium and 

adding an opportunity other cultural events 

tjjiove fronri a district draw a steady audience, 

frorn which the reading in i970, services fe 



panded and fountf W 
possible to assure serv^* 
to "shut-lfM" wMh 
Mp of members of the 
CWe St. Lik: Lfons Club. 

Thus to<tey, after 90 
years, the heritage and 
tradition is carried on 
and into the yiars ahead. 



Great sm»di€t 



f.jke rifiitf r) singl<? prf^f'm copy of 
Crandtm Ume^i .^kL at S^hSt^ 
Oeticious Cakes, Conk'm, 
Chee^ecatt^^, Cjrfie RoHs and Pa«lriet 

has arrived at tte FraftEf-HSdteofl 

. Aw. U rni'fbf.; the only ooe ia tctwn. 

Rose Naiatfrt, vAtme ^sndatmr^y 
-Je'iief.iaW*? jfoodHK flwde - Uem-'s 
ite^awani In Portland, 'Or^..,' ihe 

' J0< — and nearly undr-p^Kseff 
thf' f jT"D'f»'i,'.ion — tingliv 

4f.Kif-^ l(, ri-vciii her uj'ijr'f^^ud 
matfi: "12 eggs. separaJed, three 
cup« of stift^r, two cup« iotf heafv 
cneaiR . . Read »t and d^ooi 




A selection of events In MontreaJ 



Saturdav. '^O's--. 1-7, 7975 Comptted by ^tm^ref B«j**n F** 253-J<S^ - 




Exhibition 



Mn. Arthur Swthwood e:raimines 
Aowa at the aaiNttl coiiflAtMMi of tiie IPonsen's Art 
dety, conHatendBB FiMsy, Octoix^ 31, at the 
Hick^ Inatttate. Mrs. Sontlnraeit Is 



to Itt 



man. 
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Some (hk^ 
never 

change 

By ANDY O'BRIEN 



WHILE browsing arcwnd ihe Fraser-Hicfcson 
Library in N.D.G.. 1 came across a bix* 
inkd "Mm*" {McGraw-Hill I idm Pearsoa 
tlie tstwf tt the lArth of Reiae's CQlos9aBn.d^ 
siped III lie the stadtamt «f id stadut said has Ml 
me wondering if anytho^ really new taqjfeiis 

CSMiStnielioD delays? Work s-tarled in tte j-ear 
JS A.D. When tlie- inaugural ganies jwiere stag€%i in 
fU A3, it still wasn'l linished: m tact, the job es- 
ttaded into tlie tWrd centtan . 

Conslraetjcm costs? E%eii the free-spending 
Itaisn empeiTOTs were ^wcfeed into calling stop- 
ptgcs *s ^ mmseLei lor 750.1100 tons ctf 
(tefsed ^cne. &.@00 tem of marUe. &MI Ums (rf 
oontrele and ifm- ihe edenoi aloee) as;.M> 
mtlctads of travertine ^one. Hie reason the 
Mtusscurn is such a pile of dipiified ruins today is 
md due to fault y materials; is was used as a stone 
quarry ader the fall ol the Roman E^aqire OBII 
Itit Pftfie biinnt-ci Ibe pr^ice in 1597. 

L&\m prflblems? AlthBugh inxiMesctmfi toilers 
dmmg the no-pay sJaves weie tossed to tlie tions. 
it se^Rs slaves wdnent «tiaA they teed to l» aod 
liattd^ beaune too f feqaertt HI a lea-. 

Mswem*. an tatiripll^ link with to(b^ lies in 
rt-ceding that after Coleroeum crow<fe wearied of 
'Aaictortg wild animals being slau^tered by peofrie 
ami vice versa, an era oJ incredible anirnal 
irairiers took Qver — forenamer of the rrwdern 
i :rim Special enedU lias to be gi%-en the reign of 
fcjiipercr Elagaisitus t2^^ AS).) Hie becaoie a 
TfAed pmikster — fomunoer of Camdiffls' Pete 

Elg]>''s favorite pitudE to sne^ imve Qoos. 
bears and leofards Into hs palace atfter parties 
arid tuni i!tmm hxtse m tbe bedrtxxi^ <4 iss 



enjoys busy yeiw: 



iraryr 



'I'he Fra«ar-Hickson In- 
stitute Library oo Ken- 
sington avenue in N,D.G., 
bad an active lyeiH^iiB t97t, 
ac(»rdii« to a Mffloit bsued 
%y ttie cMef uiHrarian, 

- Aaurat^ftfnewaicRdt'and 
tam^ftiBWabers, roistered 
ftr boDie borrowing, ex- 
i^eded 1,100 and an average 
if 2,450 books were lent for 
boQie use each week. 

The free ser\'ice for shut- 
ins continued to grow, and 
members of the Cote St. Luc 
' Lions Club, aided by 
^ n^baiteers from the users >of 
tte Uu-aty. d^vec^d 175 
bdidts a nMmtit tQ 2dt i»rts of 
Montreid. 
Under the direction of 
* l|rs.<6.CahiU,tiiere«a«ice 



depaitmeat at the Ubr&, 
c<Hitinued to attract user. . 
Miss A. Graham, in the 
.cltaiogue department, 
added 3,100 titles of new and 
older books. Mrs. J. MiUer, 
i-eported the ChildrfM 
department active. ' 

Among memorial and gift 
books added during the year 
were: Nova Scotia, a pic- 
torial record; The John A. 
Macdonald .^bum ; Silent 
Witnesses (Canada's War- 
Dead); and The Ctnnplete 
Work of Rai^iael. 

During the period. Miss 
Margeiy IVe^gijhne, chief 
librarian and secretary of 
the board, was honored on 
completion of 25 years 
service. She received a 
silvCT bracelet " 



tfggigJTlffiM CTqTWt Wedaesday. Sfetfemher 15. 197 6 

Library hours extended 



The Fraser-Hickson 
Free Library, 4855 Ken- 
sington aveimei. ,at 
Soanerted, is open on 
j,^URiays again, now that 
'™l holiday period has 
passed, and services to all 
members of the public 
without charge, (except 
for a $5 deposit fee. Si for 
children) if books are 
required for home use. 

One can read the books 
and magazines |a tjne 



library, get help from the 
reference department in 

doing research, listen to 
records from the record 
collection, all without ' 
registeriiig as a borrower, 
of books for home jise. 

Hours are 10 a.nj. to 9 
p.m., Monday to Friday* 
and 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday. The children's 
department has a story- 
telling session each week,-' 
and is not ooeAeve 



StnmmrM, 197ft THE MCHVlTCHt 



BibUtNaa^ 
Fraser-Biefctaa 

l-a Bibiioth^ue graiuitet 

«55 rue Kensington (au 

f u.o. e» oirvme six 

Jews par semajjie. scr- 
"«» de la Bibliotheque 
^ont di-,ponibles 
gratujtementauxmcnUwes 
au pist^^iyuc, satif qu'un 

($5 pour les adulter. 
*« pour ks teium) m 



SuHe de ta page 23 



exige dans le cas qa'on 
veui emprunter des nvees 
pour les lire thez soi. 

On p«ut lire ies livre$ rt 
p^riodiqu^ daas ta 



Bibit(Mli£qBe, demander 
r^de au department de 
reise%iienienis pour fins 
de recherche, ecouter les 
disqutt dam la collection. 



sans etre dans Tobligation 
de s'inscrire cpnune atij* 
pM-untcur. 

II est attirera I'attention 
du publique de langue 



fr .nvaise que la sont: Lundi ^ vendrerfi lO soir. II y a une trfriode 
50,000livr««f5Si,* 'u^nementpourles '^t'^^^^^ 



Montreal IHE MONITOR Wedn«Mliiy, January 19, 1977 



Frater-Hickson library 
issues annual report 



The 98th annual rqMrl 
of the P^riaser-Hickscm In- 
stitute in N.D.G. features 
the fact that an informal 
history of the library has 
beoi written and produced 
in book form by Edgar C, 
Moodey. 

In commenting on the 
book, the report says it 
"vividly brings to life the 
colorful pers<maiities and 
conflicting temperaments 
of the institute's foun- 
ders, supporters, op- 
ponents, detractors and 
five generations of staff 
and readers." 

To Denton Lewis, I 
president of the library in i 
his report says in part; ' 
"The cost of operating the 
library has risen further 
and there is no relief in 
sight. Our only source of 
income is the earnings of 
our investments and it is 
most encouraging to the 
Board to have those j 
charged with the respon- ' 
sibflity of our portfolil ' 
able to produce the ad- 
ditional income needed to 
iMdance the budget." 

Details of the 
operational side of the in- \ 
stitute are given by 
A^Hpry W.Treatthohne, 



chief librarian, aiKl she 
points out that 

cooperation of the staff 
made it possible to main- 
tain the service, at all 
times, despite the lengthy 
postal strike, it\p Olympics 
and lengthy and unex- 
pected absenses due to 
illness. 

More than 164,000 
books were circulated in 
the 12-month period and 
1,718 books were donated 
during that time. Exeat 
of expenses over iiMOiiK is 
shown as $29,839. 
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Young musicians delight 
audiences 



The NDG Classical Mu- 
sic Festival, in which 98 
young Montreaters com- 
peted over the weekend, 
was a resounding success, 
with ttie proud winners giv- 
ing a recital as part of the 
prize-giving ceremony at 
the Fraser Hickson Library 
Saturday night^ 

Contestants ranging in 
age from 9 to 18 performed 
musical selections Friday 
evening artd throu^iout 
Saturday. 

Some of the piei^ ptay- 
ed by the top winners were 
"Le Petit Mendiant" by Mel 
Bonis; "Gossip. No 7 of 12 
Tone Pieces for Children" 
by Otto Joachim played by 
a six year old: composi- 
ttons by Clemenii, Kabal- 
fesky, Rhene Jaque. Cho- 
pin, Khatchaturian, De- 
bussy and Dvorak; "Son- 
ata Op. 13'No. 8 Rondo" by 
Beethoven: "Sechs Kleine 
Studies Op. 21/tXM" by Je- 
linek and "Sonata Op. 31, 
No. 2, 1st movement" by 
Beethoven. 

The highlight of the even- 
ing was Lin Sospiro" by 
Liszt, played by fourteen 
year old Olga Gross, which 
won her th© award for best 
overall performer of the fes- 
tival. 

Following is the list of 
winners in each category: 



Piano Solo 

WNHiefS 



9 years and uncter 
^nnrt: Hue UlHpmn 

GaMmm Gamriamii mam 

Susan Abramovltch 

FtKJrth: Michele Taras 

10 years and under 

SfiCOfHi! Ka^iar^no Woo 
TMrd: Alison Smith 

11 years and under 

First: Justine Freund 
Second: Sylvia EktvetK 
Third: Mary Arnold 
Honourable MentiMK 
Chfisline Pesoid 

12 years and under 

First: Marc Becker 
Second: Jimmy MacKay 
TtiM: firlmmaFe 

13 years and uaO^ 

First: 

Oav^na Evelyn Jersssy 
Second: Liane Silver 

Piano Duet Winners 
18 years and under 

First: 
Sheila Sicy and 
Roslyn Pe«bl«9 
Second: 
Karen Hastings and 
Gail Fofnarolo 
Third: 
Kathy Oavies and 
Sonia Singh 



Third: 
Marc Olwer 



14 



Flni: CMga Gross 

Second: 
StisabeUi Fung 



16 yeaars and uncter 

Bnmo Stctoer 
SaMM SdMrmer 

Thirdt Sonia 



H years and 



First 



The NDG Commun^ 
Council, wtitcti orgv^eed 
the festival, extefwte lhanlts 

to all those w'-c '^eirec' tc 
make it a success, par- 
ticularly Mrs. Dagmar Ryd- 
lo o* the McGiir Prepara- 
tor\' Scnoa of Music, wtro 
adjudicated, her assistant. 
Miss Susan Smith, and Mkra. 
Aiirre Gormley who co-or- 
dinate the mmxt 
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PIANO COMPITinON \MNNFRS:- These are 
additional winners in the recent riano com- 



petitioRs stE^ by the N.D.G. Arts and Letters 
Festival at the Fraser-Hickson Library. . 



M^miricd requiem heU f im- Dr. Penton 



A iTsemorial requiem for 
Dr. Etenss Stephen Pen- 
ton, hssadniasler emeritus 
of Lcmtst Canada CoUege, 
««s hekl Friday afteriKion 
at the Ouirdi oC 
Cotumlia. 

Dr. Penton died a week 
ago in Kingston. Ontario.- 

Born in England, and- 
•cdttcated at Oxford 
.lOfflivB^lty, Ik was, for a 
time, master at St. Dan- 
sian's. School, Somerset. 
H<j joined the staff of 
^^^^O^^^^'^^^E j^^^^K^^ft^^^k ^^^^^^Sc^^qc m 



1935, and was named 
headmaster in 1941, a post 
he held until his retirement 
in 1%8. He recdved the 
Oentmiaal Meda! in 1967 
"in recognition or 
valuable services to the 
nation." He authorized a 
histcwy of LCC that was 
published in 1972. 

Celebrant at the service 
was the Right Reverend- 
Russel Brown, represen- 
ting the Bishop of Mon- 
treal. Deacon aad 



P.D.Hannen, pastor of 
St. Columba; and sub- 
deacon was Reverend 
Canon H.O.Slattery, r«:- 
tor of Church of St. John 
the Evangelist. Venerable 
J.N.Doidge, archdeacon. 
Rector of St. Matthias, 
Westmoimt, read the in- 
taces^oas. 

A large number of for- 
mer boys of the school, as 
v.ell as the complete 
present enrolment 
aowded the mam body of 
^ cftweb m$ (he hsA 



where the s»vice was con- 
ducted. 

A special communion 
followed tte memorial 

requiem. 

Shortly before his 
death. Dr. Penton ex- 
pressed strong concern 
about the future of 
E^lish-language educati- 
on in (^ebw in a 
dtang^ political climate. 



MmtmiTmmOmmm. WcAnndaf ,Miqr tt, 1977 



Ukrmj kMay €hmig 

"The Fraser-Hickson It will c<Mitinue to be 
Fnee library will be closed open on Saturdays, May 
f<x YieUa^ Day from 28. June 4, and June II. 
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While Montreal forks out $3.30 a head 

TMR spends $17.89 and Regina $12.65 



By DONNA GABELIWE 
_ of The Gazette 

AO's in Montreal's libraries. 
And Ih^'s the problem 
It's too quiet lor (Munallor Paul 
CiKjhe v,'ho spoke out at a recent City 
Council meeting about the neglected 
stale ol the city's libraries. 

Dmm the 1976-77 fis«l ye», the 
city «nD spend $3.% a head on the li- 
brar.' system. 

In contrast, the munjcijjaijties of 
lX)r.'-dl, {AAf! St, Luc and Town of 
Mount Rovai will spend r^'spectively 
UM, $10,5y and $17.89, 

And the latest figures available for 
otiier Caiuidtsai ^Hm i^w that in 1973. 
R^lM spent $12.65 a head, Twonto 
110.80 and Edmonton W IO- 

Montreal is at tke bottom d tiw 1971 
hst with $2.12. 

Libraries aren't a priority of the city 
adrnintstratioii," says Cliche, a Mont- 
real Citiwn Movement councilkn' for 
the 8t. iaeqtm ward, "The a^fUiaiiU^S* 
ti<Mi is conservative, not mi0[if^f«, 
aiMl m pri<Mties are pta^ projects 
like the Olympics." 

P'art of the many l-i' eted problem m 
th€ Quebec nientalitv, says (.hche. 
There's still an attitude toward books 
tjbat's a boldovo- from tlie days oi Du- 
^bmit and the CatboUc Oiurch Index 
*^ " many booiB. 




"The anglophone .section.s of Mont- 
real always had more money for li- 
braries, so culture i,s still thought of as 
something for the rich," says Cliche. 
"But public interest in libraries is 
growing." 

This statement is borne out by Jac- 
ques Panneton, director of the Citv of 
Montreal library sy.stem yiiice the 'fall 
of 1974, 

Seven to eight per cent of the Mont- 
real population are regular library 
users, he says. And while that is still 
ixlow ttoe North American average of 
( 25 to 30 per cent , the numbers have in- 
created slightly over the last couple of 
years. 

"What's interestin;? fs that people arc 
using the libraiy more intensely. Dur- 
ing 19711, there wa.s a 10 per <:ent in 
crease in the number of books circulat- 
ed and a 30 per cent increase in use of 
the main Ubrary's reference section, 
"We have reoi^anized a bit by merR- 
I ing the adult and children ',s .sei lion.s 
; and we have changed the lending rules 
to make them less rigid, mm tovi^ 
ing,"says I^anneton. 

Still, says Pawieton. "mmt peopk 
are not as aware as they could be of 
libraries. We're partly responsible. We 
haven't been too aggrc^ave about 
drawing pecjple to the libraries, 

Hut frankly, 1 don't undmland why 
80 few people use tbe Ubniy/' 



Logistics may be partly^ lo blattte 

here. 

A 1975 .study of the Montreal region's 
pubUc libraries by Claude Aubry and 
Laurent Denis for the ministry of cul- 
tural affairs, concludes thai ni()st of the 
15 branches of the mam library aie 
badly situated and badly housed. 

In addition, "vast sections of the city 
are without a public library service. 
And the centre of the city is desist- 
ed." 

Sonif ioiafi of tb« UK mmt U- 



bfaries (x^iiie |^ttkU<Mi has sMft- 
ei. 

The main libraiy at 1210 Sherbrooke 
St. E. was built in 1917. Its branches 
were constructed in the then most 

heasily populated areas — but these 
gradually have become les.s populatt^ 
or have .seen a shift from young resi-^ 
dents to senior citizens, or even from 
residential to commercial use. 

In addition, unlike other cities whiicb 
have one library system, Montreal has 
a main library, it.s branches and a book" 
mobile. The hbranes are a division of 
I he ( ity sports aod recreation depart* 
ment. 




JACQIIKS PANNETON 
"Reailers iBcreailng" 



PAUL CUCHE 
"Prestlfi iMioitQr" 



But Fraser'Mcksoi% Mm^fy's oldest, 
h^^^^^ /s thriving on its air of independence 



By DONNA GABEUNi 
Of The Gazette 

itreal's oldest public library is 
I one of its youngest, at least in ap- 
peSffatice and atmospliere. 
d^iilve the stuffy, somewhat iorbid- 
jl-rtiain Montreal library, the Frjiser- 
Institute. is light, airy and 




modem building may be part of 
the reason But the spirit behind the li- 
firar}' i.s also a factor — a spirit that has 
been ndependent from the beginning, 
in im. 

The o. iginal library was lo< 3 ?d m a 
red-brjds higi sdmA at tbe^ 



corner of Dorchf-sttr and Umvsrsity m 
downtown Montreal. 

It was established with funds ffOBi 
thf c-st:ifp of Hugh Fraser. a wealthy 
n-i'-rti-Hnt who wi!lf-d hn forluiiH; lo 
create a tree public librar/ 'open to all 
honest and respectable fwjrsons." 

But Fraser'5 family didn t tfeinik that 
was a respectable way to handle the 
monf;\ , and contested the ^ill. Hie M- 
brar}'' finally opened ^« after 
Eraser's death in 1870 

"Free puolic libraries were a msveitj 



«me 1990. me wcfl reflaMste tli« 
oM» Wi^aMwjtel, biflUiffl^ awi tww she 

running ^ktm fligfite ol ^Sinj ttar€ 
was no elevator. 

The prsent baildiiig opened m V^l^ 
financal by $1 nMlIioa oi a autaB 
beiufist. ^ifcJ by fonuer iiBtitate 
prmdait I^. Aad^w Hkfeani «a con- 
dition that its name be changed » in- 
clude his. The oflier $1 rrjiJjr>n — and 
other beqiwiiiJs — has htm in-.estea as 
tne libiain?'* soOK® <rf cj^aliHg capi- 
tal. 



Traiiio!ln» mjs it wi^li phs a 

Hwary on a mn^nx 

MtMilml Ifcracaftiirs: -.^ 

H»e books, mih H i-s f r i- • • pn- 
•/aie '.'jUefLim ma imtki sotr 

IfflfflEKd Ok faa^^ of 1 




If] 




ill. iBtall 
ef watansRS ia liixf m. 
to 3it,m "tut Us hari to teH 

H'€ have J te ol 3»iifia rje-^ p-'^c*:'^ 

Ea.'-e t«ak5 Lne tJje •Aaiiit c tax br 
bmry ^ board rwiir. -^nd 
aaf^re are m 1 

Hif' iifst Ubmf in Mboli^a} to 4si -at 
Tnese bitKiis are dMxdmMI fiii€ irf 
charfe 'jo shut-iis iii tte Msftftertocd 

If Coie ir lut 

TrerjiWiUik; teaiB lot i} . ilm ctal- 
disas Maaiy, puintiri -ui lial liw 

IM 




Use prsseni lastnate ? c hZ/Jren i se-. 
<rf ttra^ to fe«i?^^4fe 



m 

teiies wte wxA mme m iie 
Or.e wondars if p«B|^ ta*« tiirw 
' . . id3c^ mm." SJe *t»n t be"ii<»\e 

<tee Wfif iMBf peapte *»H 
fMmte, s fte kBd of 1 

'kfsnm Sasan Hawte ar .lOai* 
IW v^hmc- ciQs 3^% nil 
TreohotaK' estaaalre iise abrary i 

t fe fe» tat a ^ reiM^Wfe ; 

He in$titate clwse its p^ast toca- 
tiwi at «5 Keasi^ca hmms * 
was a family «i®uinMnty 

iWtte Stem's / ' 

i 





; But aimost every rmmitjipality in the 
' urban i^vmtniiiiity has it$ own llbr^y. 
And becdu'.e many of Ch© manif ipaliti- 
es financially ("sn-ible Of building li- 
bvtu 'm are west and north of the vm- 
tral pan ol the city. tlu> \ast area called 
the Ea&t End has few library facilities. 
It Ls its residents who are served by 

This is a far ers? from the mt'tropoli- 
t;>n Toronto area which has 61 libraries, 
all part of a province-wide system. 
' Cliche says Panneton is doing a ■ 
"competent" job but that when his 
. p'oJ«fcts for improving the hbrary sys- 
tem are presented to the city's execu- 
tive «onn»ittee, "the committee isn't 
interested, dom't understand and 
tarns them down." 

Panneton would like to bring the h- 
braries closer to the people. But as a 
city employee he is reluctant to criti- 
cise the administrsikii. 

"I prefer to be posiMve, to tell you 
the things we can do to improve the 
service," he says in his office, which 
isn't in a library but in a commercial 
district far north of the city centre. 

In fact, Panneton's priority is reor- 
pniFatton of the library service. "We 
wiQ increase the staff, " he says, "and 
within 10 years, create a new level: the 
district library, which will lie between 
main library and neighborhood branch. 
Also, we will open new branches and 
relocate others to parts of the city not 
now braiig saved. " 

He would like to see more libraries 
located at Metro stops, for example. 
But he doesn't envisage a lot of new 
buitdinp going up. 

But the possibility of a new building 
for the central library is beii^ coosid- 
^ed and Monique Tessier, chief librar- 
ian, thinks it would be a good idea. 

"This old building is a splendid 
space, with nice big windows, but we 
have IsO.OOO books and space to display 
only M,MO of them; the rest must be 
kept in the stacks, inaccessible to the 
public." 

Among ^me inaccessible are 37,000- 
volume Gagnon Collection; rare Cana- 
dians including an original set of the 
Jesuit Relations; original documents 
written by Jeanne Mance and Paul de 
Chomedey; and an album of miniature 
paintings collected by Jacques Viger, 
Montreal's first mayor. 

Changes affecting staff and their 
functions will be made by next sum- 
mer, says Tessier. ' The hbrarians will 
do more floor work. We want people to 
talk to them. 

"The days when hbrarians were only 



^<mque Tesser, bead Utenaa M the City <rf Mmtteai Libraiy's main branch- A 



